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Gen er a l  Com m en t s 

 

A large proport ion of those students enter ing the I nternat ional GCSE in Germ an 

in 2013 entered for the ext ra qualificat ion of speaking. I n the vast  m ajor ity of 

cases students were able to express them selves well in Germ an producing som e 

pleasing perform ances. 

 

From  2014 the I nternat ional GCSE and the Edexcel Cert ificate for state schools 

will include the speaking test  as part  of the qualificat ion and so will no longer be 

a voluntary elem ent . A new m ark sheet  will replace the one used this year and 

the m ark schem e itself will also change slight ly.  

 

Students are expected to part icipate in 3 conversat ions on 3 different  topic 

areas. These three topic areas should be chosen from  the five areas detailed in 

the specificat ion. The chosen topic areas, of which only that  in Sect ion A should 

be known by the candidate in advance, should be writ ten on the m ark sheet  and 

also recorded at  the start  of each sect ion. I t  is not  appropriate for the teacher 

exam iner to choose two sub topics from  within the sam e topic area. Each 

conversat ion should be based clearly on a different  topic area. 

 

Just  as in a writ ten exam inat ion, the t im ing of this test  should be adhered to. 

The specificat ion states, for exam ple, that  the two conversat ions in Sect ions B 

and C should be up to 3 m inutes. I t  is therefore not  appropriate to have a 

conversat ion last ing 4 or 5 m inutes. I t  is also not  appropriate to have one 

conversat ion last ing 4 m inutes and the other 2 m inutes. 

Teacher exam iners should avoid using the suggested quest ions as a prescribed 

list .  This tends to produce a rather st ilted conversat ion. Quest ions should be 

const ructed around the answers given to the previous quest ion, developing 

responses or asking for further details. Under no circum stances should the 

candidate have prior knowledge to any of the quest ions throughout  the whole 

test .  

 

When a test  is too long, the exam iner will not  listen beyond the required length 

of each part  of the test . Tests which are too short  will tend to be self penalising. 

 

Sect ion  A  

 

Pr esen t at ion  an d  d i scu ssion  b ased  on  a sin g le p ict u r e. 

For this part  of the exam inat ion the students choose a single picture which they 

then int roduce with a presentat ion l ast in g  u p  t o  on e m in u t e .  This is followed 

by a discussion b ased  on  t h e p ict u r e  last ing up to a f u r t h er  t h r ee m in u t es .  

The picture chosen m ust  be linked to one of the topics in the specificat ion, and 

this topic m ay then not  be chosen for Sect ions B and C. 

 



The first  conversat ion was generally done well.  Students appeared to be set t led 

by the fact  that  the first  m inute of their  oral could be based on fam iliar language 

which they could prepare and learn.  

There were a range of pictures and the elem ent  of free choice brought  an 

im pressive level of variety and creat ivity that  was often a pleasure to listen to.  

Exam ples of good pictures included busy st reet  scenes, holiday pictures with 

interest ing backgrounds and team  photos after sport ing successes. Less 

successful pictures included close up pictures of fr iends’ faces, em pty scenes 

with no people present  and pictures of a house. Most  teachers asked im aginat ive 

and open quest ions based on the chosen picture for part  or all of conversat ion A. 

 

The quality of the following conversat ion was often reflected very m uch by the 

choice of picture. Busier pictures generally init iated bet ter discussion. 

The very best  students had chosen photographs/ pictures that  related to their  

interests and answered follow-up quest ions confident ly.  Som e briefly narrated 

am using anecdotes about  what  happened at  the weekend and just ified their  

opinions in detail.   They used an appropriately wide range of st ructures without  

being over ly am bit ious or sounding grandiloquent .  Tenses were generally well-

known, however, m any students m ade m istakes with word order, part icular ly 

when using subordinate clauses. 

 

There were a sm all num ber of exam ples of poor responses result ing from  a 

picture with lit t le to offer or inappropriate quest ioning. One pupil chose a picture 

of a cr icket  m atch and proceeded to talk about  his hobbies in general. The 

exam iner then asked what  he liked to do apart  from  sport  and did not  refer to 

the picture at  all during conversat ion A. 

The types of quest ions appropriate for this part  of the test  can be found in the 

guidelines to be found on the Edexcel website.  

 

The types of quest ions can be divided into three groups:  

The first  few quest ions should be linked direct ly to the picture, for instance 

discussing individual people or events, the second sect ion of quest ions would 

m ove slight ly away from  the picture itself asking about  personal experiences 

possibly and the third sect ion m ay well develop the chosen topic further. The 

exam iner should certainly n ev er  m ove st raight  away from  the picture after the 

candidate’s presentat ion and not  referr ing to it  again. 

 

I t  is also im portant , in order to access the higher bands for range of language, to 

vary the quest ions. Som et im es students are asked to describe everyone on a 

picture. I t  is sufficient  to do this once. Exam iners should also at tem pt  to increase 

the level of difficulty of the quest ions as the test  develops. 

Cent res are rem inded that  som e photographs on the I nternet , in books or in 

m agazines m ay be subject  to copyright . I t  is therefore advised that  personal 

photographs or pictures m ay well be a bet ter choice. 

 

Cent res are also rem inded that  the students’ pictures should be sent  to the 

exam iner along with the oral cover sheet  and the recording. 

The new m ark sheets from  2014 are on one side, but  a significant  num ber of 

cent res this year forgot  to copy the second side of the old m ark sheets. This is 

perhaps a good point  to rem ind cent res that  the new m ark sheet  m u st  be used 

from  2014. 

 



For the final t im e in 2014 recordings m ay be sent  on casset tes. I n fact  there 

were only a few cent res this year st ill using casset tes. I f this is the case, 

exam iners are requested to m ake sure that  the recordings are audible. Clearly 

the assessm ent  becom es far m ore difficult  when it  is alm ost  im possible to hear 

what  the candidate is saying. Most  cent res used CDs and recordings on a 

m em ory st ick are also becom ing m ore popular. I t  would be appreciated if only 

new m em ory st icks are used to avoid the possibilit y of viruses. Markers do 

usually scan m em ory st icks and CDs, but  one com puter was affected this year 

by a virus from  a m em ory st ick. 

 

Sect ion s B an d  C  

 

Tw o  f u r t h er  con v er sat ion s. 

I n these sect ions students are required to take part  in two conversat ions with 

the teacher exam iner on t w o  sep ar at e t op ics ch osen  b y  t h e t each er  

ex am in er .  They m ust  be different  from  the topic chosen in Sect ion A and m ust  

n ev er  be known by the candidate in advance. 

The t ransit ion between the conversat ion topics should be m ade plain to help 

both the candidate recognise that  the conversat ion is m oving on and also the 

m arker to ident ify the two topics being discussed. 

Cent res should avoid asking all students quest ions on the sam e two topics and 

also avoid asking each candidate the sam e quest ions. The suggested quest ions 

online given to help teachers are not  prescript ive and should not  be used as a 

set  list . 

 

Conversat ions B and C produced som e very interest ing and varied responses. 

The general standard of exam ining was very good and teachers were pat ient ,  

support ive and encouraging. Most  exam iners did in fact  react  to their  pupils 

rather than having a set  list  of quest ions that  they worked through 

system at ically. Som e teacher exam iners did, however, finish off students’ 

sentences. For exam ple one teacher exam iner added “ that  was fun wasn’t  it?”  or 

“ you enjoyed that  didn’t  you?” . Som e teacher exam iners also cut  in 

unnecessarily. For exam ple when students were just  about  to just ify an opinion 

or add m ore relevant  details. Good examiners used open quest ions, reacted to 

their students’ responses and elicited the required tenses in each conversat ion. 

Poor quest ions included som ething like “have you seen Skyfall?”  to which the 

pupil answered “no” !  

 

Teacher exam iners need to be as well prepared for this test  as the students. On 

a significant  num ber of occasions tests included large silences where the 

exam iner was searching for a quest ion. This can be rather unnerving for the 

students. The best  exam iners, who will also get  the best  results from  their  

students, will have thought  of several quest ions on the students’ pictures, and 

then prepared appropriate quest ions for the other two topics. They will also react  

to the students’ responses and encourage students to produce their best  

Germ an. 

 

Teacher exam iners should rem em ber that  all three conversat ions are m arked 

individually and therefore all require a range of  tenses to achieve the highest  

m arks (and within the allowed t im ings) . 

 



Som e cent res took m ore t im e on one conversat ion and then m uch less than the 

three m inutes on another. The t im ings of each conversat ion should be carefully 

adhered to. 

 

There were som e instances where able students were not  st retched 

appropriately, for exam ple, quest ions were m ost ly in the present  tense or 

focused on describing things rather than asking for opinions, past  or future 

events.  Conversely in a few cent res a handful of pupils had prepared overly 

elaborate and colourful language but  their  m em ory failed them  and as such they 

produced a lot  of inaccuracies and also lost  m arks in the ‘spontaneity and 

fluency’ category due to excessive hesitat ion.  These students m ay have 

received slight ly bet ter m arks if they had been a lit t le less am bit ious with their  

choice of language. The speaking exam  is not  a m em ory test , rather it  is an 

opportunity to show that  students can hold a reasonable conversat ion in Germ an 

on the set  topics. 

 

The m ost  com m on topics were ‘Educat ion and Em ploym ent , ’ ‘Social Act ivit ies’ 

and ‘House, Hom e and Daily Rout ine.’  Topic area D ( the Modern World and the 

Environm ent )  was reserved m ost ly for the st ronger students.  Health and Work 

Experience/ Careers seem ed to be the least  popular.  

The quality of recordings was very good and m ost  teachers com pleted 

paperwork correct ly.   Edexcel would like to thank you for this.  

Finally all m arkers would like to express their  thanks for the hard work 

undertaken by both the students and the teacher exam iners. There were very 

few adm inist rat ive issues this year and the I nternat ional GCSE speaking tests 

seem  to have been very successful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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